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A huge myth when it comes to cacti 

and succulents is that they don’t 

need to be watered frequently. Yes, 

this is partially true, but you don’t 

want to go without ever watering 

them. They do require a specific 

watering schedule when they are 

“in-season” and “out-of-season.”

in season
When cacti and succulents are in their 

growing season (the warmer months 

of the year), they need to be watered 

(at minimum) about once a week. 

Depending on how large your succulent 

plant is, you may even need to water a 

number of times a week. When watering, 

make sure to really soak the soil so that 

the water drains out of the pot.

off season
When the cooler months roll around, 

these plants go into a “resting” period. 

This is when you lay off the intense 

watering schedule. You will begin to 

water these plants a lot less and even 

wait until the soil is completely dried out 

until you wanter them again.
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sun exposure

potting & soil

The amount of sun exposure succulents and cacti should 

receive is based on species. You can’t simply say all succulent 

plants need “x” amount of light, because they are all different! 

I typically test out different plants in different areas of my yard, 

patio or window sill. That way, if I notice one particular species 

isn’t doing so well (and it starts to shrivel) you know you may 

need more or less light for that plant.  Another sign to look out 

for is if you plan begins to lighten (or bleach) - this is telling you 

your succulent is getting too much sun. If you’re plant isn’t 

getting enough sun, you might notice it start to grow towards 

the sun. If you see this happening, your plant is telling you it 

needs more light!

No matter what pot you decide to use (because I’m sure the 

Pinterest world has inspired you to get creative), just make 

sure it has proper drainage. I use to plant my succulents in 

just about anything (disregarding the fact that they NEEDED 

drainage), and although they did last a long time (a lot longer 

than I thought they would), they won’t actually grow (and last) 

in a pot without the proper drainage.

Soil is another factor to keep in mind. If you’re a hard-core succulent 

enthusiast (you probably won’t be reading this post actually) BUT if 

you are, some of you may want to create you’re own soil. In this case, 

a balanced ratio of compost and potting soil will really make your 

succulents thrive. BUT if you’re a “I’m just trying to make them 

NOT die” kind of gardener (like me), then you might want to 

go with something a bit more simple (and more readily 

available, like soil found at Lowe’s or Home Depot). I’ve 

found that buying a standard potting soil will do the trick 

as long as I water as I should and provide my plants with 

the correct about of sunlight. Whatever you decide to 

buy, just make sure your soil drains correctly!
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